World Religions:
Religious studies are an important component of civilization, shaping how people interact with one another, dress, and eat.  Religion is at the core of the belief system of a civilization.
Terms:

1. Animism: belief that spirits inhabit natural objects and forces of nature 
2. Atheism:  disbelief in the existence of any god
3. Monotheism:  belief in one god
4. Polytheism:  belief in more than one god
5. Secularism:  belief that life’s questions can be answered apart from religious belief
6. Sect:  a subdivision within a religion that has its own distinctive beliefs and/or practices
Diffusion of Religion:

1. Migration

2. Missionary Work

3. Trade

4. War
Major Religions around the World:

1. Hinduism

2. Buddhism

3. Sikhism

4, Confucianism

5. Judaism

6. Christianity

7. Islam

8. Indigenous Religion

Buddhism
What do Buddhists believe is the cause of humans’ unhappiness?

1.  The Buddha’s followers adhere to his teachings (dharma), which aim to end suffering in the world.

2.  Buddhists believe in “Nirvana”, and they believe that it can be achieved only by understanding the Four Noble Truths and by following the 4th Truth, which says that freedom from suffering is possible by practicing the Eightfold Path.
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3.  The Eightfold Path:





1. right intention





2. right view


3. right speech


4. right action


5. right livelihood


6. right effort


7. right mindfulness


8. right concentration





Christianity

Based on this passage, what are important Christian qualities? (Have students read Bible excerpt from Matthew 5:3-12. Page 218 in textbook) Primary Source Activity
1.  Christianity claims more members than any of the other world religions.
2.  It is based on the belief in one god and on the life and teachings of Jesus Christ.

3.  The Bible is the spiritual text for all Christians.

4.  Among the most widely known and observed holidays are Christmas, Good Friday, and Easter.












The Last Supper (Leonardo da Vinci)
Confucianism

How is Confucianism similar to and different from Christianity and Buddhism?

1.  Confucianism is actually a philosophy.

2.  It is based upon the teachings of Confucius.

3.  The teachings of Confucius focused on three areas: social philosophy, political philosophy, and education.

4.  Relationships are based on ranks.  Persons of higher ranks are in charge of taking care of the lower rank.

5.  Those of lower rank should respect and obey those of higher rank.

6.  His teachings were gathered into a book called the Analects after his death.

Confucius




Hinduism
What happens once a soul reaches Brahman? (Read excerpt from the Chandogya Upanishad 4:15.5 on page 222) Primary Source Activity
1.  Hinduism is the oldest of the world’s major living religions.

2.  It developed among the cultures in India.

3.  Among the most famous Hindu gods are: Brahma (Creative), Vishnu (Sustaining), and Shiva (Destruction).

4.  Major Hindu beliefs are reincarnation, karma, and dharma.

5.  Vedas is the sacred text of Hinduism.

6.  Holi is a significant North Indian Hindu festival celebrating the triumph of good over evil.




SHIVA
Islam

What were the major ways in which Islam spread through Asia and Africa?

1.  Followers of Islam, known as Muslims, believe in one God, whom they call Allah.

2.  The spiritual founder of Islam is Muhammad.
3.  God serves four functions; creation, sustenance, guidance, and judgment

4.  Central to the Islamic beliefs are the Five Pillars:


a. group prayer


b. giving of money to charity


c. fasting during Ramadan


d. affirmation of the belief in Allah and his prophet Muhammad


e. a pilgrimage to Makkah once in a lifetime

5.  The two main branches in Islam are the Sunni and the Shia

6.  The sacred text of Islam is the Quran

7.  Ramadan is a month long celebration commemorating the time during which Muhammad received the Quran from Allah

Judaism
What defining characteristic of Judaism does this quotation affirm?  (Read the excerpt from Exodus 20 from the Tora on page 226) Primary Source Activity
1.  Judaism is a monotheistic religion.

2.  They believe God will someday send a messiah who will redeem them from exile and usher in an era of world peace.

3.  The Torah is the sacred text of Judaism

4.  Yom Kippur is the holiest day in the Jewish calendar.




                              Torah Scroll
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Sikhism

How are Nanak’s and Muhammad’s roles in their religion similar?

1.  Sikhism emerged in the mid-1500s in Northwest India.

2.  Sikh traditions teach that Nanak encountered God directly and was commissioned by Him to be His servant.

3.  Sikhs believe in one almighty god who is formless and without qualities but can be known through meditation and heard directly.
4.  The sacred text for Sikhs is the Adi Granth “Principal Book”

5.  Vaisakhi is a significant Punjabi and Sikh festival in April.




Indigenous Religions

What can you learn about the Native American cultures from the style and materials of their outfits?  (Have students look at pictures on page 232)

1.  Most local religions reflect a close relationship with the environment.
2.  Animism is characteristic of many indigenous religions.

3.  Natural features are sacred, and stories about how nature came to be are an important part of religious heritage.

4.  Africa- 

a. African religions recognize the existence of one creator in addition to spirits that inhabit all aspects of life.

b. Rituals are an important part of African religions.
5.  Japan-



a. Shinto, founded in Japan, is the largest indigenous religion.



b. The gods are known as kami.

c. Its four million followers often practice Buddhism in addition to practicing Shinto.

6.  Australia-



a. The Australian Aboriginal religion has no deities.



b. It is based on a belief known as Dreaming.

c. Followers believe that ancestors sprang from the Earth and created all people, plant, and animal life.


7.  North America-



a. Native American beliefs center on the spirit world.

b. Most Native Americans believe in a Great Spirit who influences all aspects of life.

c. The rituals, prayers, and ceremonies of Native Americans are often centered on health and good harvest and hunting.

d. Rituals are passed down from generation to generation.
Introduction to World Religions and Belief Systems
pp. 214-233

Areas Covered:

Buddhism

Christianity

Confucianism

Hinduism

Indigenous Religions

Islam

Sikhism

Essential Questions:
1.  How are the major religions and belief systems similar?  Different?

2.  How closely tied are religion and culture?

3.  How are the religions geographically situated?

4.  How have religions adapted over time to meet societal change?

5.  Why are religions important to world history?

HSCE:
4.1.2 Using historical and modern maps and other documents analyze the continuing spread of major world religions during this era and describe encounters between religious groups.

4.2.1 Identify and explain the origins and expansion of Islam and the creation of the Islamic Empire.

4.3.1 Describe the diverse characteristics of early African societies and the significant changes in African society.
5.1.2 Use historical and modern maps to analyze major territorial transformations and movements of world religions.
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