Test-Taking Strategies
1. Look over the test before you begin:
a. How many questions are there?  Budget your time accordingly.
b. What types of questions are on the test?  Is there a short answer or essay section?  Decide what you want to work on first.
2. Go through the test and answer all of the questions that you definitely know.  Skip the questions that confuse you.
a. This will help keep you from becoming discouraged or frustrated.
b. If you run out of time, it is better to miss the ones you didn’t know rather than on the ones you would have gotten right.
3. When you approach a question, read through it carefully twice.  DON’T look at the choices yet!
a. Try to figure out any words that you don’t understand (ask the teacher if necessary)
b. Look carefully at the phrasing.  Decide what the question is really asking you.
c. Come up with your own answer before you look at the choices.
4. If your answer matches one of the choices, go with it.  Your first instinct is probably right.
5. If your answer does not match one of the choices:
a. See if there is a choice that is similar.
b. If not, read through each choice carefully
i. Ask yourself what you know about each choice
ii. Think logically… are there any choices that you can eliminate?
c. Don’t be fooled by “all of the above” or “none of the above.”  They are NOT always the answer!
6. If you are confused about anything, ask the teacher.  We would be happy to help you!
