THE PROGRESSIVE ERA
[bookmark: id_165_nav][bookmark: id_154_nav][bookmark: id_164_nav][image: ][image: ]  When Jacob Riis wrote about the lives of impoverished immigrants in New York City, he was telling a familiar story: his own. Riis emigrated from Denmark in 1870, at the age of 21. He had trouble finding jobs and lived in poverty. By 1877, however, he was a police reporter for the New York Tribune, and a voice for social reform. Riis went to places that were comfortably out of view of most Americans: the tenements of the Lower East Side. “Someone had to tell the facts; that is one reason I became a reporter,” he said. He described a room where six adults and five children lived: “One, two, three beds are there, if the old boxes and heaps of foul straw can be called by that name; a broken stove with crazy pipe from which the smoke leaks at every joint … piles of rubbish in the corner. The closeness and smell are appalling.” 
[bookmark: id_166_nav]     Words could barely describe the squalor. So Riis learned to use a camera. With a new invention, flash powder, he photographed dingy rooms and hallways. He showed his photos in public lectures. His 1889 article in Scribner’s Magazine, “How the Other Half Lives,” became a best-selling book with the same name. Riis’s fame helped him press the city to improve living conditions for the poor and to build parks and schools.
[bookmark: id_6_nav]Jacob Riis’s book How the Other Half Lives stunned Americans with its photographs of desperate urban poverty. In the late 1800s, a reform movement known as progressivism arose to address many of the social problems that industrialization created. The reformers, called Progressives, sought to improve living conditions for the urban poor, they questioned the power and practices of big businesses, they called for government to be more honest and responsive to people’s needs, and they fought for the rights of immigrants, women and African-Americans.
[bookmark: id_7_nav]     Reform-minded writers were the first to expose many of the social ills that Progressives targeted. Popular magazines printed journalists’ firsthand accounts of injustices and horrors they had witnessed. These journalists were known as muckrakers because they “raked up,” or exposed, the filth of society.
[bookmark: id_8_nav][bookmark: id_9_nav][bookmark: id_19_nav][bookmark: id_20_nav][bookmark: id_21_nav][bookmark: id_22_nav][bookmark: id_32_nav]     Most of the muckrakers’ articles focused on business and political corruption. Ida Tarbell wrote a scathing report condemning the business practices of the Standard Oil Company in McClure’s Magazine. Tarbell revealed how John D. Rockefeller crushed his competition in his quest to gain control over the oil business. Tarbell’s reports appealed to a middle-class readership increasingly frightened by the unchecked power of large businesses such as Standard Oil.
     Other muckrakers wrote about insurance and stock manipulation, the exploitation of child labor, slum conditions, and racial discrimination. Lincoln Steffens exposed the corruption of city governments in The Shame of the Cities (1904). Frank Norris described the strangling power of a monopolistic railroad in his 1901 novel The Octopus: A Story of California. The muckrakers helped prepare the way for many reforms in the United States.
[bookmark: id_41_nav]By 1920, more than half of all Americans lived in cities. As cities continued to grow so did the problems and they were increasingly unable to provide the services people needed: garbage collection, safe housing, honest government, and police and fire protection.
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