Chapter 8 Section 3

Progressive Agendas
       A. Political Reform
	 1. End the hold railroads and other industries had on the government
	 2. Direct primary - an election open to all voters within the party. As a result, the    	    power to nominate and select candidates passed from the bosses to the 	    electorate
	 3. Initiative - allowed citizens to introduce a bill into the legislature and required members to take a vote on it
	 4. Referendum - voters can cast ballots in support of or against proposed laws
	 5. Recall - gives citizens a chance to remove an elected official from office before the person’s term has ended.
	 6. 17th Amendment - passed in 1913 - proposed a direct election of Senators by the voters of each state
	 7. Women’s Suffrage Movement - by 1912, 9 states, all west of the Mississippi allowed women to vote in every election
	 8. African American Progressives receive little support for their fight to regain voting rights from white progressives.

      B. Economic Reform
	 1. Regulation of the railroads
a) Wisconsin Commission (La Folette prevents the railroads from unfairly overcharging small farmers whose livelihoods depended on the railroads for shipping their grain to market.
b) other states followed Wisconsin’s lead and regulated RR, electric power companies, and gas companies
	 2. Caring for Injured Workers
	 	a) 1902 Maryland passed the first state law requiring businesses to 		   purchase insurance that would compensate employees that were hurt on the job
		b) 1916, Congress passed the Workmen’s Compensation Law
	 3. Limiting the work day
		a) for women - Oregon passed a law that prohibited employing a woman in a factory for more than 10 hours a day. Upheld by Supreme Court in Oregon v. Muller case.

       C. Social and Moral Reform
	 1. Expansion of Public Education
	           a) in the late 1800s state after state passed public education laws requiring students to go to school this led to a sharp rise in the number of schools.
			1. by 1900 there were 6,000 public schools, 1920 14,000.
			2. in 1870 20% of the population was illiterate, by 1920 only 6% 			  could not read
			3. in 2002 the United States stated that we have a 98% literacy 			   rate. However, in a further study done that same year, over 20% of adults could not pull information from text.
		 b) Philosopher John Dewey criticized education for forcing memorization 		    of knowledge- instead he said education should teach good citizenship “Education is the fundamental method of social progress and reform.”
	 2. Women’s Reforms
		 a) Birth control movement led by Margaret Sanger - she was arrested 		    under the Comstock Act of 1873 which stated that any mention of birth control was obscene.
		 b) WCTU - Women’s Christian Temperance Union called for a ban on 		    alcohol consumption as some intoxicated husbands beat their wives and children.
			1. Also advocated for voting rights for women, lobbied for prison 			   reform, promoted world peace, spoke out on health issues.

