Chapter 17 Section 1

“The Cold War Begins”

Lemley Lecture Notes

Iron Curtain Falls

· The United States and the Soviet Union or Allies during World War II that after they were the only two superpowers left on earth

· The Soviet Union had two major post war goals

· (1) Avoid another tack from Western Europe

· (2) Rebuild the economy and become an industrial superpower

· Soviet leaders felt they needed a reign of buffer nations along the western border to protect Russia against future attacks

Turning point at Yalta

· Who was at Yalta? Roosevelt, Churchill, Stalin

· What was their purpose? They were there to work out control of the post war world

· Stalin agreed to join the U.N. and fight against Japan after Germany surrendered

· Stalin wanted control of Eastern Europe to set up his buffer states

· The big three did agree to joint control of Germany

· When the Soviet Union drove west to occupy East Germany, this is when they begin their occupation of Eastern Europe

Truman comes to power

· Truman and Stalin did NOT like each other

· The two leaders began to see the world divided into capitalist versus communist world

· Stalin declared that capitalism was a danger to world peace. Truman responded by adopting a policy of containment. 

· Containment is basically the Truman Doctrine

· It is doing anything possible militarily or politically to stop the spread of communism.

· Churchill declared than an “iron curtain” had descended across the continent and he urged a show of strength and solidarity against the Soviets
The cold war has now been declared

· The Cold War marked a long struggle in which the United States and Soviet Union would try to block each other’s goal around the world, using all tactics short of all our war

· A fight between worldview’s and ideologies

Capitalism vs. Communism


Question: This is known as the Truman Doctrine. What is he rarely saying?

Answer: He is stating that the United States is determined not to allow any nation to be infected with communism. We will provide military and economic aid.

· The Marshall Plan sent $17 billion to European nations so that they can rebuild their economics. This would hopefully prevent these countries from going red. Could not go with Soviets had to trade with USA

How impoverished nations are more likely to lean towards communism

Question: What economic reasons that the United States have for stopping the spread of communism?

Answer: United States wanted to have free access to the markets of the world.
