Chapter 14 Section 3
“The Impact of the New Deal”

Women Gain Political Recognition:

-Eleanor Roosevelt used her position as First Lady to support women

-She also worked to pressure FDR to expand the role of women in government

-Secretary of Labor Frances Perkins was the first women to hold a cabinet post

-Despite gains, women still generally faced discrimination

African Americans Gain a Voice:

-Although most African Americans in the Roosevelt administration were appointed to secondary posts, they nevertheless exerted influence collectively as the black cabinet

-The PWA allocated funds for the construction of African American hospitals, universities, and housing projects

-PWA building contracts also contained a clause requiring the member of African Americans hired at least equal in proportion to their number in local population

-Roosevelt did little to eliminate discrimination in the work place

-Roosevelt also failed to push for a federal anti-lynching law and left poll taxes in place throughout the South

Native Americans Gain an Ally:

-Indian Reorganization Act of 1934, which helped promote Native American cultures and preserve tribal ownership of reservation lands
-Native Americans gained control of their reservations and could decide how their lands would be used and managed

-Act also allowed them to established their own governments on reservations

An Expanded Government:

-By including minorities, farmers, common laborers and the poor; the New Deal brought government closer to people

-Under the New Deal, the federal government assumed responsibility for the economic welfare of individuals as well as for the health of the nation’s economy at large

-New Deal brought confidence however, it neither eliminated individual poverty nor ended the Depression

