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-The war left many Europeans in scattered and destroyed towns.  Many families lost family members to death.  
-Europeans were looking for a glimmer of hope and that is what they saw from Wilson.
Points for Peace:
-Wilson gave his Fourteen Points speech to Congress on January 8, 1918, 10 months before the end of World War I.
-Wilson felt he needed to get this out before the end of the war because of the power play that was going on in Russia with the Bolsheviks.
IMPACT OF BOLSHEVISM-
-The allied forces were dealt a huge blow when Russia signed a peace treaty with Germany.
-Lenin felt he needed to get out of the war to focus on domestic reform and on international opposition by czarist forces.
-A radical socialist ideology called bolshevism posed a huge threat to President Wilson.
-Lenin took over Russian rule from Aleksandr Kerensky during the revolution.
-Lenin’s beliefs were based on communism which was introduced by Karl Marx.
-Lenin blamed World War I on capitalism
-Lenin let out secret information that showed Allied Powers were not only fighting to preserve democracy but to also divide the world among themselves.
-Wilson gave his Fourteen Point Speech as a counter to the diplomacy issues with Russia.
WILSON’S FOURTEEN POINTS-
-The fourteen points promised that all countries signing would enjoy of trade and removal from economic barriers in the postwar world.
-This was aimed to help the countries that suffered from WWI from invasion and or being part of the fighting.
-New forms of international conduct were suggested; freedom of ocean travel and trade, open agreements instead of secret pacts, and arms reduction.
-Formation of the “League of Nations” which was an international mediating body.

REACTION TO THE FOURTEEN POINTS-
-British and French leaders weren’t thrilled with the Fourteen Points.  They had no say in the creation.
-The British did not want to agree with the freedom of the seas, which gave up their naval power.
-The French couldn’t ignore what Germany had done to them.
-Wilson intervened in Russia helping get Czech troops out which violated one of his Fourteen Points.
-Wilson hurt his Fourteen Points by promoting a Democratic President in the upcoming election.  This angered the Republican Party.
A Troubling Treaty:
-As the meetings for the Treaty of Versailles dragged on, Wilson lost more of his Fourteen Points.
AN ATMOSPHERE OF EXCLUSION-
-The “BIG FOUR”; Great Britain, France, US, and Italy kept things very hush during the meetings.
-Germany and Russia were kept out of the discussions due to radical government movements in their home countries.
AN ATMOSPHERE OF SELF INTEREST-
-Allied Powers would retain claims to their colonies and the League of Nations would have control over the Central Powers colonies.
-Italy was not given any extra territories which they had hoped for.  When Benito Mussolini later takes over Italy, this will become a huge issue.
-Japan gained control over territories in China which strengthened their power.  Racial issues played a huge part in the decision by Great Britain and US giving Japan this land.
-June 28, 1919 Treaty of Versailles was signed.
-Treaty wiped out most of Wilson’s Fourteen Points except the hope for a League of Nations.
Rejection at Home:
-Congress had to approve the Treaty of Versailles for it to go through.
-Wilson’s rivals in Congress had time to unite against him while he was overseas.
OPPOSITION IN CONGRESS-
1. Irreconcilables: No way they would vote for the League of Nations.  They felt we were better off not being involved with Europe.  They wanted the US to focus on problems at home not abroad.
2. Reservationists: Liked the idea of the League of Nations, but did not like the idea of being dragged into defending other nations with war (Article 10).  They also felt that this took away the power of Congress to declare war.
-By late summer 1919, anti-League of Nations spread across America.
SPEAKING TO THE PEOPLE-
-Wilson travels across the country trying to get American people on board with the League of Nations.
-The trip falls short when Wilson becomes very ill and has to return back to Washington.
-Henry Cabot Lodge is one of the most outspoken leaders against Wilson’s stance.
-The Senate votes to reject the Treaty of Versailles with the League of Nations.
-Wilson supports the Democratic James Cox running for president during the 1920 election.  With his election Wilson hopes to revive the League of Nations talk.
-Warren G. Harding wins the 1920 presidential election for the Republican Party.  His election was based on the idea of bringing normalcy back to the American people.
 
