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Mobilization:
-Wilson needed the support from all Americans to have success in the war.
-Income taxes were raised and Liberty Bonds were sold to finance the war.
DRAFTING THE ARMY-
-Wilson initiated conscription, or compulsory enrollment in military service.
-Many Americans were against having another draft.
-Many progressives were for the draft hoping it would bring more unity and equality amongst the Americans.
SEGREGATING AFRICAN AMERICANS-
-NAACP fought for African Americans to be allowed to become officers.
-Even though 600 African Americans passed the officer training program, none of them received important positions.
Fighting Over There:
-American troops started to arrive in France in late June 1917
-American troops had great energy and confidence.
-The major problem was that these troops were VERY inexperienced.
THE EASTERN FRONT-
-Russia’s army was basically wiped out by Germany and under the new Russian Government people wanted nothing to do with the war.
-Russia signed a peace treaty with Germany on March 3, 1918, and give up large amounts of territory, including Finland, Poland, Ukraine, and the Baltic states.
-The A.E.F. (American Expeditionary Force) filled the void on the Eastern Front left by the Russians.
-Germany’s army was weakening and allied forces were gaining strength in the west.
-The military position of the Central Powers fell fast:
	1.  Bulgaria surrendered on Sept. 29
	2.  Ottoman Empire surrendered on Oct. 30
	3.  Austria-Hungary surrendered in November
THE EXPEDITIONARY FORCE’S ROLE-
-Over two million Americans went to France during the war.
-Most were soldiers on the ground but around 50,000 were in the naval forces which helped with chasing down German submarines.
-In March 1918, Germany launched a last attack on the Western Front.
	1.  The US helped block a German advance at Chateau-Thierry.
	2.  American troops captured the town of Cantigny.
3.  American troops helped end the German advance at the Second Battle of Marne in July which was the turning point of the war.  This allowed the Allies to advance steadily.
	4.  Britain and France attacked Germany near Amiens.
	5.  Pershing led troops to a victory at St. Mihiel.
6.  Last major battle took places between the Meuse River and the Argonne Forest, in    Sept. 1918.  This convinced Germany that they could not overcome the Allies.
**Germany signed the armistice on November 11, 1918, and World War I came to an end.
The War Effort at Home:
-Propaganda, a form of public information used to mold public opinion, became the tool used to fight and win the war.
RESPONSE FROM THE HEARTLAND-
-Food conservation was an enormous issue.  Allied forces needed as much food as they could get.  Americans shipped crops overseas.
-Women and children worked the farms and fields in place of the men at war.
-Women and children also worked to manufacture war materials at factories.
COOPERATION OF BUSINESS-
-War time manufacturing brought in great profits to corporations and investors.
-Big businesses joined together with the government to form cooperative committees that supervised the purchasing of war supplies and the granting of contracts.
-Corporate profits tripled between 1914-1919.
COOPERATION OF LABOR-
-The AFL and Women’s Trade Union League supported the war, while Socialists opposed it.  They felt that the war was being fought to protect big business investments.
-Samuel Gompers (AFL Leader) supported the war hoping he could get company leaders to give higher pay and better working conditions.
-By 1918 the AFL had over 3 million members.  They had already won the 8-hour workday issue.
-The labor union would face hardships after the war when soldiers returned home and started taking jobs back from women, Hispanics and African Americans.
WAR AND CIVIL LIBERTIES-
-The Espionage Act of 1917 and the Sedition Amendment of 1918 made it illegal to speak out against the war.
-Post Offices withdrew delivering antiwar material and people were encouraged to spy on one another and report any anti-war protesting.
-Many people were thrown in jail for speaking against the war.
-Socialists and German descent people were persecuted because of their beliefs and heritage.  
-Violence and riots were started over ethnic hatred.
DEFENDING FREE SPEECH- 
-Groups were formed to try and protect the freedom of speech.  Many politicians and educational leaders spoke out against the Espionage and Sedition Acts.
-After the war, Supreme Court Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr. ruled that citizen’s freedom of speech should only be curbed when the words uttered constitute a “clear and present danger.”

