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Wilson’s Foreign Policy:
-Wilson strongly believed that all peoples of the world had a right to self-determination, the right to choose the form of government they lie under and to control their internal affairs.
REVOLUTION IN MEXICO- 
-Wilson upheld Roosevelt’s corollary to the Monroe Doctrine and Taft’s Dollar Diplomacy in Central America.
-1911 uprising in Mexico sees a change in leadership which had worked so hard with the US for stability.  Francisco Madero took over for Porfirio Diaz and was trying to gain back Mexican lands and investments that Americans, British, and Germans and made.
-1913 a bloody coup occurs and Victoriano Huerta kills Madero and takes over the government.  Wilson was not happy and refused to recognize the new Mexican government.
AMERICAN INTERVENTION-
-Wilson decided he needed to help Mexico elect good officials.
-Two incidents caused Wilson to send marines to the port city of Veracruz: 
1. Several American sailors were arrested by Mexican troops 
2. A rumor that a German ship headed for Veracruz had guns for Huerta’s army
-American occupation of Veracruz led to Anti-American riots to break-out in Latin America. The European Press also was very harsh criticizing the US for showing interest in that area.
-Because of this Wilson backed off and allowed Argentina, Brazil, and China to mediate.
-Carranza followed Huerta as President of Mexico.  Wilson supported Carranza which led Pancho Villa on a brief killing spree of Americans in Mexico and New Mexico.
-Wilson sent General Pershing and troops to track down Villa.  Villa was not found.
-Due to a lack of gaining control in Mexico, Wilson withdrew troops in January 1917.
Origins of World War I: The assassination of Austro-Hungarian Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his wife led to the beginning of WWI.

ENTANGLING ALLIANCES- Alliances were formed to help each other out in case of war.
“Triple Entente” (allies) were Britain, France, and Russia
“Central Powers” were Germany, Austria-Hungary, and the Ottoman Empire
EARLY YEARS OF THE WAR-
-Austria Hungary declared war on Serbia on July 28, 1914 and Germany declared war on Russia and Germany in the next few days.
-Germany attacked France through neutral Belgium.  This led Great Britain to declare war on Germany August 4, 1914.
-A year later Britain, France, and Russia lured Italy into the war on their side by promising them territory from the Austro-Hungarian Empire after the war.
-Battle lines and fronts of the war took places in two areas; the Eastern Front in Russia and Germany and the Western Front in Belgium and France.
-The Western Front war stayed even for more than three years and in the Eastern Front Germany pushed back an unorganized and unprepared Russian Army.  Russian people had heavy doubt concerning the czar.
THE FIELDS OF DEATH- World War I resulted in greater loss of life and property than any other previous war. 
Battle of Verdun- 595,000 casualties
Battle of the Somme- 60,000 casualties in one day ending with 1 million casualties from July to November
-Destruction during WWI resulted from a combination of old-fashioned strategies and new technology; poisonous gas, flame throwers
-Battles were also fought in the sea and sky.  Aviation became much more advanced during WWI.  Germany developed a machine gun that led to dogfights in the air.
-During 1917, the Russian Revolution led Vladimir Lenin to taking control of the government.  He also started peace talks with the Germans ending the fighting on the Eastern Front.  This allowed Germany to focus all of its attention on France and Britain.
IN THE TRENCHES- Dirt, barb wire, lice, rats, cold, & diseases were the norm.
STRUGGLE FOR NEUTALITY- Wilson and must Americans wanted to stay because of connection to both sides.
MYTH OF NEUTRALITY-
-American interests economically and politically swayed towards the allies.
-Great Britain cut Trans-Atlantic Cable so the only news the Americans were getting was from the British viewpoint.  The Germans were vilified.
BRYAN and THE SUBMARINE- 
-William Jennings Bryan was very nervous about letting any travel by Americans through the Submarine Zones.
-Wilson thought Americans should be able to freely travel.
-German submarine sinks Lusitania which was traveling from New York to England.
-Germany defended its actions by saying that the Lusitania was carrying a shipment of arms and also that it was sailing through a war zone.
-The sinking of the Lusitania led to millions of Americans calling for a declaration of war against Germany for their actions.
REELECTION-
-Wilson was reelected President in the 1916 election.  His platform and success came from having kept us out of WWI up to this point.
-Business leaders and investors pushed hard for US to enter the war.  They had too much money invested into the allies.
-If allies won, their money would be paid back and post war Europe would include huge dealings with the US.
CLOSER TO WAR-
1.  Zimmerman Note (Jan. 1917)-Germany and Mexico would become partners.  The letter that was sent was intercepted and the US was not happy.
2. Germany goes on an unrestricted submarine campaign and many ships were sunk.  Included in those ships was the Illinois (US supply ship).
**April 2, 1917 Wilson asks Congress to declare war. **


